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the 1700s  - Age of Enlightenment and Revolution 
 
 
Overview:  During the 1700s, many educated people in Europe and the Americas started 
seeing the world in a new light; it was called the “Enlightenment.” Although kings had ruled 
for thousands of years, Enlightenment thinkers asked,  “What gives kings the right to rule 
others?”  Enlightenment philosophers suggested radical new ideas like freedom, equality, and 
democracy, ideas that inspired revolutions that ended the rule of kings in the United States, 
France, and Latin America. 

____________________________________________ 
 
Essential Question:  What is human nature?   
Why do poor people sometimes remain quiet and other times rebel?   
When are rebellions likely to be successful? 
 
Essential Question:  What makes a good society?   
How did the “invisible hand” work? 
What is the social contract? 
How was the United States a model for a better world? 
 
Essential Question:  When is war justified?   
How did the French Revolution and Napoleon change Europe? 
 
Historical Force:  How does human choice make history?   
Is it true that ideas can be more powerful than armies? 
 
Historical Force:  How does technology make history? 
Why did European kings always want the latest in weapons technology? 

 
1. Read for understanding pages 29 through 32 of the Student’s Friend.  Demonstrate your 
understanding by summarizing KEY POINTS for the 8 main topics on pages 29 and 30 with 
answers to the questions:  What is it?  Why is it important?  Take NOTES on pages 31 and 
32 followed by QUIZZES over these pages.  
 
2.  Correctly spell the 16 main topics on pages 29 through 32 of the Student’s Friend. 
 
3.  Locate on a map of the earth the following places:  Moscow, Egypt, Belgium, Great 
Britain, Austria, Brazil, Haiti, Mexico, Crimean Peninsula, India, Ottoman Empire 
 
4. What was the Bastille, and why was it important? 
 
5.  What group in society led the revolutions in the United States and France? 
 
6.  How did war in Europe affect revolutions in the Americas? 
 
7.  What is considered by many to be the most beautiful building in the world? 


