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Document 5

‘Whigped by the i, sand from Sky Desert svept through this village
[Longboshan] last month like sheets of stinging rain, clattering against dried
com husks and pling up n small dunes agunst buldings

Longbacshan, x faming commurity bout 40 mile nerthwest of Befing,
stands o the fon lne of Chinss losing war gaintthe couniy’s dvancing

Offcal igures el  rghtening

Betvocn 1004 and 1900, descsied lnd grow by 20280 square s
Desert blankets more than s quarterof Chinas eriory: Shifting sands threaten
herders and farmers in a nation with one-fith of the world popultion and
one-fifieenth of ts arable and. Scentits warn of calamity if the government
s o t0p the sanc.

“Pastures, farmland, raoads and other means of transportation will be
buried under sand sid Dong Cuangrong, a research fellow in environmental
engincering at the Chinese Academs of Sciences. “People wil be forced to

St g Nl Coios 1 oo A8 g o s iy e ok .
e ot b by e

Dragon dumped 30,000 tons of snd on the ciy. People on the street covered their mouths with surgical maskscr their faces with scarves in a futle
attempt to keep the sand out.

Officils hers are tying t sop the sands by blding green buffrs. A project intended o protect Bejing n advance of the 2008 summer Olympic:
Games involves reclaiming desertifed land in 75 counties.

‘Source: Frank Langfit, “Desertfication; The Fost-Standard, May 13, 2002 (adapted)

Sa Based on this document, state one problem desertification poses in China.
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5b Based on this document, state one attempt the Chinese officials have made to address the problem of
desertification.
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Document 6

Selected Efforts to Preserve the Environment

1972 | Stocknolm—United Nations Conference on Human Environment—beginning
of organized intenational effort o safeguard the environment

1973 | The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna,
and Flora (CITES)—restrcts frade in 5,000 animal and 25,000 plant species

1967 | Montreal Protocol—binding agreement on protection of the ozone layer

1992 | Rio de Janeiro “Earth Summir—produced treaties on climate change and
biodiversity

1994 | The World Conservation Union (IUCN)—published a revised Red Lit of
‘endangered and threatened species, creating a world standard for gauging

threats to biodiversity

1967 | Kyoto Protocol—negotiated an agreement on obligations to reduce green-
house gases in the aimosphere

2004 | European Union—issued s firs-ever polution register containing data on

industrial emissions and repressnting a Tandmark event”in pubic provision of
‘environmental nformation

2006 | United Nations General Assembly—declared the Intemational Year of Deserts
which led to the United Nations Convention to Combat Deserification

‘Source: Enviormortal Wiostones” Word WaichInstits (adepiod)

6 Based on this document, identify fwo ways the international community has attempted to address
environmental problems.
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Document 7

The Twentieth Century’s Deadly

Id

Weapons of mass destruction generally refer to
biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons.

1991

UN orders Iraq o destroy all
's and related technology,

then begins inspections.

19505-1960s USSR, dissolves; US. staris
O emiite nonprolferation aid program in
Sovars o st and former US SA.
‘bacterial 1972
1925 1945 thai can be. US. USSR, and
Geneva US.drops  weaponized.  moré fhan 100 afher 1998
Protocol bans firstatomic ~ Testing done on ‘nations sign Biological India tests nuclear
the use of bombson  animalsand  Weapons Comveniion. weapons.
chemical and Hiroshima  humans. U.S. continues Pakistan tests its.
ol ' defensive researoh; e
Weaponeinvar.  Nagasak. Soviets viate paci. weapon.
: : L] : -
1910 1930 1950 1970 1990
1899 1949 1962 1974 1903
Tiwo dozen countries sign Hague USSRtests Cuban India ests ts | Chemical Weapons
Converdion, pledging no o use s frst nuciear missie crsis st puciear. | Conventon opans or
fonc gases o other BoiSons a5 “weapon. brings worid  weapon. Signature.
weapons. tobink of
nuclear war. 1983-88
Chemical weapons used
extensivay in ran-raq war:
R

7a Using the information on this time line, identify one way a weapon of mass destruction was used.




image10.png
7h Using the information on this time line, identify one attempt made to address a problem related to
weapons of mass destruction.
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Document 8

‘Source: Jeff Danziger, Tribune Media Services, January 4, 2002 (adapied)

8 Based on this cartoon, state one reason nuclear weapons pose a threat to the world community.
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Document 9

Civilian uranium is found at nonmilitary sites. It is used to conduct scientific and industrial research or to
produce radioisotopes for medical purposes. This uranium can also be used to make highly enriched uranitm
(HEU), which is used in nuclear weapons.

Overview/Securing Civilian Uranium 235

« Terrorists who acquired less than 100 kilograms of highly enriched uranitm (HEU) could
build and detonate a rudimentary but effective atomic bomb relatively easily. HEU is also
attractive for states that seek to develop nuclear weapons secretly, without having to test
them.

« Unfortunately, large quantities of HEU are stored in nuclear research facilities worldwide—
especially in Russia, often under minimal security.

« The U.S. and its allies have established programs to bolster security measures, convert
reactors to use low-enriched uranium (which is useless for weapons) and retrieve HEU from
research-reactor sites around the world. Dangerous gaps remain, however.

« High-level governmental attention plus a comparatively small additional monetary investment
could go a long way toward solving the problem for good.

‘Source: Glaser and von Hippel, “Thwarting Nuclear Terrorism;” Scientific American, February 2006

9 Based on this article by Glaser and von Hippel, state an attempt being made by the United States and
its allies to improve the security of highly enriched uranium (HEU).
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torical Context:  Genocide, threats to the environment, and weapons of mass destruction are

problems that the world has had to face. Various attempts have been made by the
intemational community and its members to address and resolve these problems.

Select two problems mentioned in the historical context and for each

Describe the problem
Discuss attempts made to address and/or resolve the problem
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Document 1

Raphael Lemkin created the term genocide. He sent a letter to the New York Times editor explaining the
importance of the concept of genocide.

Genocide Before the United Nations

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES:

‘The representatives of Cuba, India and Panama to the United Nations Assembly have brought
forth a resolution which calls upon the United Nations to study the problem of genocide and to
prepare a report on the possibilities of declaring genocide an international crime and assuring
international cooperation for its prevention and punishment and also recommending, among
others, that genocide should be dealt with by national legislation in the same way as other
international crimes. . . .

International Concept

The concept of genocide thus is based upon existing and deeply felt moral concepts. Moreover,
it uses as its elements well defined and already existing legal notions and institutions. What we
haveto do s to protect great values of our civilization through such accepted institutions adjusted
toa formula of international law which is ever progressing. Because of lack of adequate provisions
and previous formulation of international law, the Nuremberg Tribunal had to dismiss the Nazi
crimes committed in the period between the advent of Nazism to power and the beginning of
the war, as “revolting and horrible as many of these crimes were,” to use the expression of the
Nuremberg judgment.

It is now the task of the United Nations to see to it that the generous action of the three
‘member states should be transferred into international law in order to prevent further onslaughts
[attacks] on civilization, which are able to frustrate the purposes of the Charter of the United
Nations. . . .

‘Source: Raphael Lemiin, New York Times, Nov. 8, 1845 (adapted)

According to Raphael Lemkin, what is one way the world community can address the problem of
genocide?




image2.png
Document 2

~In 1948, the fledgling UN General Assembly adopted an international Convention on the
Plevmmnandhnms}nnemofﬂm(]nmeufcenmde ‘which came into force in 1951. That
convention defines genocide as “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national ethnic, racial or religious group,” including inflicting conditions calculated to lead to a
group’s destruction. . ..

After the horrors of the Holocaust were revealed, the mantra [slogan] of the time became
“never again.” But it would take four decades, with the creation of the International Criminal
‘Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in 1994, before the international community would finally
come together to prosecute the crime of genocide again.

Why did it take so long, despite atrocities and mass killings in Cambodia, East Timor, and
elsewhere? .. .

‘Source: Irina Lagunina, “World: What Constittes Genocide Under International Law,
‘and How Are Prosecutions Evolving?” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 9/10/2004

2a According to Irina Lagunina, what was one criticism of the international community’s response to
genocide?
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Document 2b

International
Response.

‘Source: Steve Greenberg, Seale Post-Inteligencer, March 29, 1999 (adapted)

2b Based on this 1999 cartoon, identify fwo specific groups that have been victims of genocide.
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Document 3

“This i an excerpt from a speech given by Dr. Oleh W, Gerus in 2001 at the umveiling of 8 momment in
Manitoba, Canad, o tho vicums o th fumine-genocie i Ukrine.

“What have been the historical consequences of e Grea Farmine Genocide?
By raging the country sde, the famine not only millions o insocent human
range from 4 0 10 million—but ko retarded [slrwed] by generstions the
et evluion [dovelopment] of Ukiinian naonbond. Th triona Ulraian vaes of
. individualsm and hard work i Fear, apathy snd alobolim became the
f the colece fam. s of Ukraine. remained bstions. [sronghokd] of
Fussifcation. In goncral, tho traumatized surivos found thomsclves voioles cogs n the huge.

burcaucrti machine tha the Sviet Union had become.

Soros D 0 W G T Gt s e G
(ot e i Coat S (e o s gt £ 500 B2

3 What were oo consequencesofthe great famine genocide in Ukrine acsording o Oleh W.
Gorus?
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Document 4

‘At the dawn of the twenty-first century, the Earth’s physical and biological systems are under,
unprecedented strain. The human population reached 6.3 billion in 2003 and is projected to
increase to about  billion in the next half century. The United Nations estimates that one-third
of the worlds people live in countries with moderate to high shortages of fresh water and that
this percentage could double by 2025. Many of the world's largest cities are increasingly choked
lution. As carbon dioride and other use gases build in the atmosphere, the a
e et o ke o et e i smred o

basis. The biological diversity of the planet is also under heavy stress. Scientists believe that a
mass extinction of plants and animals is under way and predict that a quarter of al species could
Do s 1o xtintion by 2050 s  consquence of bl varming slone. Without gueston,

the uman impact on the biosphere will be one af the most critcal fanes of the century. .

‘Source: Norman J. Vig, “Iniroduction: Governing the International Environment”
‘The Global Environment Institutions, Law, and Poicy, CQ Press, 2005 (adapted)

4 According to Norman J. Vig, what are fwo environmental problems that pose a threat to the world?
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